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Important Dates to Remember
Dec. 5-6 Annual Christmas Tree Sale Jan. 6 PLC
Ramsey High Schoténnis courts Dater Schoob7:30 PM
Dec. 6 Home for the Holidays Parade Jan. 13 Snowtubing
Main Street, Ramsey Campgaw Mountain, Mahwah
6 D8 PM
Dec. 9 Troop Meeting
Dater Schoob7:30 PM Jan. 16-17 Winter Cabin Camping
Camp Turrel] Cuddlebackville, NY
Dec. 12-13 Annual Christmas Tree Sale 9 AMD1 PMthe next day

Ramsey High School tennis courts

Jan. 20 Troop Meeting

Dec. 16~ Holiday Party Dater Schoob7:30 PM
Masonic Lodgé6:30 PM

Jan. 23 Soup Kitchen

Dec. 19-20 Annual Christmas Tree Sale St. John®s Church, Newark
Ramsey High School tennis courts 6:30D11 AM

Dec. 30 Indoor Rock Climbing Jan. 27 Troop Meeting
Gravity Vault, Upper Saddle River Dater SchooD7:30 PM
2Db5PM

INDOOR ROCK CLIMBING

What are you doing this holiday break? Rather than being cooped up o /
at home while the snow accumulates outside, come join Troop 31 at

the Gravity Vault on Wednesday December 30th for a fun-filled

afternoon of rock-climbing. |

Whether you're a first-time climber looking to "learn the ropes" or an experienced
outdoorsman just yearning for a clear day to get some climbing in, the Gravity
Vault offers a variety of challenges suitable for any climber. New climbers will be
trained on proper rock-climbing technique and will have plenty of opportunity to



become proficient climbers by day's end.

All participants should wear sneakers and comfortable clothing. Harnesses will be
provided. Please feel free to bring a friend to accompany you and perhaps introduce
to the excitement of scouting (this outing satisfies First Class requirement #11).

All participants must be sure to complete the permission slip AND waiver which
can be found on the troop website or can be downloaded directly from the gravity
vault's forms tab. Anyone wishing to attend should complete the application to
participate and return to ASM Paul Knipp no later than Dec. 23.

CAMPGAW SNOW TUBING

Can you handle some cold weather fun? On Wednesday January 13th,
in lieu of our normal meeting, the Troop will be going snow tubing at
Campgaw - one of the steepest mountains in Bergen County. We will
be starting a little early (6pm) and finishing up at 8pm. Scouts will need to fill out a
permission slip which can be found on our website (http://www.bsa-troop31.org/)
and a Campgaw waiver from their website (http://www.skicampgaw.com/) and get
them to Mr. Ray Bailey by January 6th. The cost is only $10 and scouts are
encouraged to bring family and friends. This event is open to all scouts, including
cub scouts and Webelos. Due to the limited number of tubes, we will only be
accepting the first 150 permission slips and waivers. You can even earn your 1st
Class requirement for inviting a friend to this scouting event.

WINTER CABIN CAMPING

Troop 31 is headed to the snowy Catskills for our annual winter
camping adventure. Last year, more than a foot of snow fell while
we were in camp, we hiked across a frozen lake and enjoyed a
super cozy and warm cabin at night! This is a great outing for
everyone to enjoy some winter activities and fun! We have some
new ideas and activities planned for this years adventure so be sure
to sign up. Space is limited to 25 scouts! The permission slip will be on our
website, and you can contact ASM Endress for more information.

)

SOUP KITCHEN

On January 23rd, we will be heading down once again to St. John's 7%
Soup Kitchen in Newark. Every year, the troop goes to St. John's to ’ N
serve breakfast to homeless people. Since St. John's has a limited %‘v/

budget to work from, we request that everybody who goes on the
Soup Kitchen trip bring 1 bag of dry good groceries. Also consider donating adult
winter coats, blankets and quilts. If you're interested in making a donation to St.



John's, you simply makkd check payable to St. John's Soup KitchEre
permission slip will be on our website, and you can contact ASM Watters for more
information.

TROOP 31 SCOUTS 24/7!
_—~— Congratulations to the Ramsey High School football team for winning
L(é the State Championship Game at the Meadowlands. From the players,
cheerleaders, band and fans, you could sense that great Ramsey spirit!

. While we’re on the subject of Champions, let’s hear it for the Ramsey
gﬁ High School hockey team who raised their own State Championship
Banner last week.

~_—_ Cheers also go out to Christopher McKiever and the 4x400 Suffern High
Lié School relay team who placed second in the Coaches Invitational at the
168™ St Armory in Manhattan.

A great job by all Troop 31 Scouts! If you have any information that you would
like to share with our Scouting Community, please contact us so we may include it
in the next newsletter.

SCOUTMASTER CORNER

What a wonderful season this is! I'm sure for most Scouts, it’s the
happiest time of the year.

The Holidays are here, there will be time off from school, families
will gather together, and good cheer will fill the air! There might even be
a visit by somebody special who, if you've been good, will leave a
present for you!

While you are making lists (and checking them twice!), why don't you try to
see how many points of the Scout Law you can live by during this season? It's a
great starting point to make them an everyday way of life for you.

On that note, I'd like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas, a
Happy Hanukkah and a Happy New Year!

Thanks, and best wishes to you all who make this happen! :-)

Yours In Scouting,
Mr. McKiever
Scoutmaster
Troop 31



Please make sure that we have your correct email addresses!!!
If you are not receiving the newsletter emailahgour spam filter for email from

Troop31(@ebiztechonline.com
If you wish, a paper copy of the newsletter can be mailed to you,
please let the Webmasiar Scoutmaster know.




